Judith Weis asks, "Does Cohn's lack of comment about the estuary mean that they have given up on it altogether?" The answer is that the experts we brought in had few good ideas on research that could be achieved only at Biosphere, thus we have let that system take its natural course. The suggestion to install a tidal system was helpful, but what is really needed at this point are committed investigators willing to expend time and energy actually making necessary modifications and demonstrating the potential of the facility. In the ocean, rain forest, and agricultural biomes, this has been done and exciting results have been obtained.
Regarding the statement about the green color of the water in the coral reef (ocean) system being unhealthy, we point out our recently published paper (Marubini et al. 2001) showing that growth rates of nubbins of the coral Porites compressa grown in the B2 tank are similar to previously reported growth rates for P. compressa and the very similar Caribbean species P. porites measured by the same methodology (Marubini and Davies 1996 , Marubini and Atkinson 1999 , Marubini and Thake 1999 . Community metabolism values are low in comparison with a tropical algal-coral reef flat, but typical of high-latitude, shallow, coral reef lagoonal environments (Atkinson et al. 1999) . If the rates of production are normalized to the amount of light received, they are comparable to rates measured on Eniwetok. The yellow-greenish color of the water is due to a high concentration (dissolved organic carbon 250 µM, dissolved organic nitrogen 50 µM, dissolved organic phosphorus 0.3 µM) of colored dissolved organic matter (CDOM). We know of no evidence that this material is unhealthy for the biota, beyond its effect on the penetration of light. We have moved slowly to remove the material for two reasons. First, we had a long-term CO 2 -calcification experiment under way that we didn't want to perturb. Second, we needed to find a way to remove the material that would not put the nitrogen and phosphorus back into the water. After some experimentation we decided to use charcoal filtration. We will soon collect some of the CDOM for analysis by interested investigators and then begin to pass the ocean water through charcoal filters. We expect the cleanup operation will take 6 to 9 months. Derived from the plenary presentations given at the 2000 AIBS annual meeting, A New Century of Biology features essays from some of the world's most notable biologists as they consider how their discipline must evolve in the 21st century to address problems such as habitat fragmentation, human population growth,
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environmental degradation, loss of species diversity, and scarce energy resources. 
